Sociology 330: Marriage & Society
Qrt/Yr:





Instructor: Christine J. Thompson, Ph.D.

Class meets:




Office: 29B Brown

Classroom:




Office Hours: T-R 1:30-3:15 p.m.;

Sociology Dept. Phone: 292-6681                   and by appt. 

Mailbox: 300 Bricker



Office phone: 688-4182



Email: thompson.1110@osu.edu


Course Description

Although families have changed markedly over the past several decades, marriage and family remain foundational to contemporary American life.  Using a systems approach, patterns of family interaction as well as the impact of modern society and social policies on family life are examined.  In addition to theoretical concepts, research-based articles are read and discussed to facilitate understanding of today’s diverse families: working parents, poor and minority families, single-parent families, divorced and remarried families, gay and lesbian couples, as well as the traditional nuclear family with one employed parent.  The concepts and theories presented are designed to assist students in making choices in their own lives and to provide insight and knowledge in working with American families.  

Text: Arlene S. Skolnick, Jerome H. Skolnick, eds. Family in Transition, 13th ed. New York: Pearson, 2005.    ISBN#: 0-205-41823-6

Course Website: carmen.osu.edu.  Use your OSU internet username (lastname.#) and password 

    For more information about Carmen, visit telr.osu.edu/Carmen/.

Course Assignments and Evaluation


Group Presentation


60 points


Midterm Exam (Feb 7)
          100 points


In-class Discussion/Exercises

 


   (unannounced)


 65 points


Paper (due Mar 7)


 75 points


Final (June 7)



100 points






_______________




Total 


400 points
Extra Credit

5 points extra credit will be given for turning in paper early (on or before Mar 2)

10 points possible extra credit on exams (5 points each on midterm and final); additional extra credit opportunities may be provided during the quarter

Grading:


Points


Grade

372-400 

A

360-371 A-

347-359 B+

333-346 B

Grades may be adjusted (upwards)
320-332 B-

depending on class average
307-319 C+



293-306 C

280-292 C-

267-279 D+

240-266

D

239 and below

E

Assignments & Class Policies

Students will sign-up for a group presentation depending on topical interests; groups of 3 to 4 students will work together to: 1) choose one of the articles in the reader (Skolnick & Skolnick); 2) find two additional articles in academic journals that relate to the article in the reader; and 3) develop a 15-20 minute presentation for the class, summarizing your findings. An outline of your presentation, and complete bibliography needs to be turned in on the day of presentation (corresponding to date(s) topic is covered in class).  

Please make every effort to come to class on time.  In-class exercises (5-10 points each) will be unannounced and cannot be made-up; please bring Families in Transition and other assigned articles to class for discussion purposes. If you are unable to attend a class, it is your responsibility to get all notes and handouts from that day’s class. Exchange emails with another student to assist each other with missed material/notes. 

The paper is due on Tuesday, March 7.  The paper will be a 6-8 page research paper exploring a specific area within a topic covered in the course.  Guidelines for paper will be distributed separately. You must turn in your paper directly to me (instructor) during class time the day they are due (or before).  If you turn in your paper early (on or before March 2) you will receive 5 points extra credit.  Papers turned in after class time on March 7 will have a 5 point deduction. Papers will not be accepted after the last class (March 9) unless prior arrangements have been made.   Papers must be given to me (no email attachments).    

Exams will be objective: true-false, multiple choice, matching and short essay.  Make-up exams will only be given for students with written documentation of a university-approved absence. If you cannot take an exam at the scheduled time, you must notify me before the exam; email, or call my office or the main office and leave a message.
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/. 

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp). 

Sociology 330, Winter 2006, Class Schedule

Date


Topic




 Assignment*

Jan 3


Introduction

Jan 5


The Changing Family


Intro, 1-13; Goode, 14-25;









Giddens, 26-32

Jan 10


The Changing Family


Coonz, 40-48; Hays, 49-65;

Giele, 66-85

Jan 12


Communication


Olson & DeFrain (handout)









Atkisson (handout)

Jan 17


Family Dynamics


Olson & DeFrain (handout)

“What About Bob?” (movie,

 homework)

Jan 19


Changing Gender Roles

Intro, 93-96; Jackson, 97-105;

Gerson, 105-116

Jan 24


Sexuality



Schalet, 131-136; Reading 13, 









153-160; Tischler (handout)

Jan 26


Dating, Mate Selection & 

Laner & Ventrone, 161-170; 




Cohabitation



Casper & Bianchi, 180-189

Jan 31


Marriage



Skolnick, 170-179; Furstenberg,









190-196

Feb 2


Marriage (cont’d)


Cherlin, 85-91

McLaughlin & Lichter,

Poverty and the Marital Behavior of Young Women (handout)

Feb 7


Midterm (all material from Jan 3 through Feb 7)**

Feb 9


Parenthood



Cowan & Cowan, 254-274;

Clawson & Gerstel, 274-282;








Egelman, Children in America: 

Child-Centered or Child-Forgotten?

(handout)




Feb 14


Divorce & Remarriage

Hackstaff, 197-209; Mason, 232-249

Feb 16


Divorce & Remarriage

Kelly & Emery, 209-232

Feb 21


Work & Family


Rubin, 337-354; 354-368; 









Jacobs & Gerson, 376-395

Feb 23


Cultural Diversity


Taylor, 396-419; Zinn & Wells, 









420-445

Feb 28


Cultural Diversity (cont’d.)

 Lewin 446-460; Pyke, 461-480

Mar 2


Paper Due for Early Credit (5 points)

Mar 2


Trouble in the Family


Luker, 482-496; Edin 496-506

Mar 7


Paper Due

Mar 7


Trouble in the Family (cont’d)
Johnson & Ferraro 506-523

Mar 9


Last Call for Papers (5 point deduction)

Mar 9


Strengthening Family 


Doherty, The Intentional Family

Relationships



(handout)

Thursday, Mar 16, 11:30,Final Exam (all material from Feb 9 through March 9)**

*Readings are from Families in Transition unless otherwise indicated as “handout”.

**Students are responsible for all readings (reader, handout and website), lectures, videos, student presentations, i.e., anything covered in class or assignments.  

Remember to check the class website regularly for news, articles, class notes!

Did you know that OSU has a writing center designed to help students become better writers?

For more information about the OSU's Writing Center, or to schedule an online 
tutorial, please visit the following website: 
http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/index.htm or contact Scott Banville at 
banville.1@osu.edu.







